The Science of

What is Odour?

An odour or fragrance is caused by one or more volatilized chemical compounds, generally at a very low
concentration, that humans or other animals perceive by the sense of olfaction. The human nose is very
sensitive with, on average, over 5 million scent receptors.

Whilst fragrances may be a matter of personal preference, there are definitely odours that humans find universally offensive.
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